
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No.  CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to the Estate of Claimant [REDACTED]1  

in re Account of Herbert Gustav Dreifus  

Claim Number: 751877/WT2   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], (the 
Claimant ) to her own account.  The CRT did not locate an account belonging to either 

[REDACTED] or [REDACTED] in the Account History Database prepared pursuant to the 
investigation of ICEP (the ICEP Investigation ), which identified accounts probably or possibly 
belonging to Victims of Nazi Persecution, as defined in the Rules.  This Denial is to the 
published account of Herbert Gustav Dreifus (the Account Owner ) at the Zurich branch of the 
[REDACTED] (the Bank ).3  

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted an ATAG Ernst & Young claim form ( ATAG Form ) identifying the 
Account Owner as her late husband and the father of her son, Herbert Gustav Dreifus.  In a 
subsequent telephone conversation with the CRT, the Claimant s son [REDACTED] stated that 
his father was born on 28 November 1920 in Lucerne, Switzerland.  The Claimant s son 
                                                

 

1 In a telephone conversation with the CRT on 27 February 2008, the Claimant s son, [REDACTED], informed the 
CRT that his mother passed away on 3 May 2006.   
2 The Claimant did not submit a CRT Claim Form.  However, in 1998 she submitted an ATAG Ernst & Young 
claim form ( ATAG Form ), numbered C-BSL-U-80-115-083-151 to the Claims Resolution Tribunal for Dormant 
Accounts in Switzerland ( CRT I ), which arbitrated claims to certain dormant Swiss bank accounts between 1997 
and 2001.  On 30 December 2004, the Court ordered that claims submitted to but not treated by either CRT I, the 
Independent Committee of Eminent Persons ( ICEP ), or ATAG Ernst & Young shall be treated as timely claims 
under the current Claims Resolution Process (the CRT ) as defined in the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution 
Process, as amended (the Rules ).  Order Concerning the Use of ICEP Claims as Claim Forms in the Claims 
Resolution Process for Deposited Assets (30 December 2004).  The Claimant s ATAG Form was forwarded to the 
CRT and has been assigned Claim Number 751877. 
3 The CRT notes that, on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by ICEP to be probably or 
possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the ICEP List ), the name Gustav Dreifuss appears as the owner of 
one account.  Upon careful review, the CRT has concluded that the Bank s records indicate that the account owner s 
full name was Herbert Gustav Dreifus.  
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explained that his father, who was Jewish, was a Swiss national who moved from Lucerne to 
Berlin, Germany, sometime between 1922 and 1924.    

The Claimant s son stated that, in 1936, his father came under surveillance by the German police 
and was denied the right to complete an apprenticeship in Berlin because he was Jewish.  
According to the Claimant s son, Herbert Gustav Dreifus was ordered to appear at a police 
station in Berlin once a week to have his passport stamped, and his father was forced to hand 
over an inheritance of 5,000.00 Swiss Francs ( SF ) to the German Reich.  The Claimant s son 
stated that his father resided at Koskerstrasse 25 in Berlin until March 1945, when he was sent to 
a refugee camp in Bregenz, Austria.      

In her ATAG Form, the Claimant stated that she met her husband in Zurich, Switzerland, in 1955 
and that they were married on 28 November 1955.  The Claimant further stated that her husband 
died on 4 September 1974, and the Claimant s son confirmed that his father died on 4 September 
1974 in Winterthur, Switzerland.    

In support of his mother s claim, the Claimant s son submitted an extract from the Lucerne birth 
registry, dated 23 May 1945, indicating that Herbert Gustav Dreifus was born in Lucerne on 28 
November 1920.  

The Claimant indicated that she was born on 1 June 1925 in Berlin.   

Information Available in the Bank s Records  

The Bank s records consist of a customer card and printouts from the Bank s database.  
According to these records, the Account Owner was Herbert Gustav Dreifus, who resided at 
Koskerstrasse 25 in Berlin-Hohenschönhausen, Germany.  The Bank s records indicate that the 
Account Owner held a demand deposit account, numbered 40041.  The Bank s records indicate 
that the amount in the account in 1942 was SF 761.50, the amount in the account in 1943 was SF 
765.30, and the amount in the account in 1944 was SF 768.30.  The Bank s records indicate that 
the account was closed on 1 May 1945.      

The CRT s Analysis  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owner.  The Claimant s husband s city and 
country of residence match the published city and country of residence of the Account Owner.  
The Claimant identified the Account Owner s actual first and middle names and the correct 
spelling of his family name, and the Claimant s son identified the Account Owner s address, all 
of which matches unpublished information about the Account Owner contained in the Bank s 
records.  The CRT notes that the name Gustav Dreifuss appears only once on the February 2001 
published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons to be 
probably or possibly those of victims of Nazi persecution ( ICEP

 

or the ICEP List ).   
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The CRT further notes that the Claimant filed an ATAG Form in 1998, asserting her entitlement 
to a Swiss bank account owned by herself, and in which she identifies her husband as Herbert 
Gustav Dreifus, prior to the publication in February 2001 of the ICEP List.  This indicates that 
the Claimant has based her present claim not simply on the fact that an individual identified on 
the ICEP List as owning a Swiss bank account bears the same name as her relative, but rather on 
a direct family relationship that was known to her before the publication of the ICEP List.  It also 
indicates that the Claimant had reason to believe that her family owned a Swiss bank account 
prior to the publication of the ICEP List.  This supports the credibility of the information 
provided by the Claimant.  Finally, the CRT notes that the other claim to this account was 
disconfirmed because that claimant provided a different city of residence and actual name than 
the city of residence and actual name of the Account Owner.   

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owner was Jewish and that he resided in 
Berlin.  The Claimant s son stated that his father came under surveillance by the German police 
in 1936, that he was refused an apprenticeship because he was Jewish, and that a portion of his 
inheritance was taken from him by the Nazis.  

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owner

  

The Claimant and her son have plausibly demonstrated that the Claimant is related to the 
Account Owner by submitting specific biographical information demonstrating that the Account 
Owner was the Claimant s husband.    

The CRT further notes that the Claimant identified unpublished information about the Account 
Owner as contained in the Bank s records; and that the Claimant filed an ATAG Form in 1998, 
identifying the relationship between the Account Owner and the Claimant, prior to the 
publication in February 2001 of the ICEP List.  Finally, the CRT notes that the foregoing 
information is of the type that family members would possess and indicates that the Account 
Owner was well known to the Claimant as a family member, and all of this information supports 
the plausibility that the Claimant is related to the Account Owner, as she has asserted in her 
Claim Form.   

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The CRT notes that the Bank s records indicate that the account was closed on 1 May 1945, at 
which time, according to information provided by the Claimant, the Account Owner was in a 
refugee camp in Bregenz, Austria, which is approximately 20 kilometers from the Swiss border.  
The CRT notes that Germany officially surrendered, ending the Second World War in Europe, 
on 7 May 1945, less than a week after the account was closed.  The CRT further notes that the 
extract from the Lucerne birth registry submitted by the Claimant bears the date of 23 May 1945.  
Given these circumstances, the CRT concludes that the closing of the Account Owner s account 
on 1 May 1945 was done at the Account Owner s initiation, and that the proceeds of the account 
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could not have been confiscated by the Nazi regime.  Therefore, the CRT concludes that the 
Account Owner received the proceeds of the claimed account.  

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  
Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for reconsideration within 

ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
17 September 2010 


