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This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of Claude Fischer (the “Claimant”) to the 

published accounts of Max Fischer.
1
  This Denial is to a published account of Emma Jean 

Fischer (“Account Owner Emma Fischer”), Max Fischer (“Account Owner Max Fischer”) and 

Madeleine Marie Fischer (“Account Owner Madeleine Fischer“) (together the “Account 

Owners”) at the Geneva branch of the [REDACTED] (the “Bank”).
2,3

  On 27 December 2002, the 

Court approved an award to the Claimant for one demand deposit account held by the Account 

Owners (the “December 2002 Award”), but did not make a determination regarding the 

disposition of a custody account held by the Account Owners, pending further consideration.  

This denial addresses the custody account held by the Account Owners that was held for further 

consideration in the December 2002 Award.  

  

All denials are published.  Where a claimant has not requested confidentiality, as in this case, 

only the name of the bank has been redacted. 

 

 

Information Provided by the Claimant 

 

The Claimant submitted a Claim Form identifying the Account Owners as his father, Maxime 

(Max) Chevalier Fischer; his grandmother, Edmée (Emma) Jean Fischer, née Rodrigues; and his 

first stepmother, Madeleine Marie Fischer, née Coquelle.  

 

According to information submitted by the Claimant, his father, Max Fischer, was born in Paris, 

France in 1880 to Emma Jean Fischer, née Rodrigues, and Jacques Fischer.  The Claimant stated 

                                                           
1
 In a separate decision, the CRT awarded an account of Emma Fisher, Max Fischer and Madeleine Fischer to the 

Claimant.  See In re Account of Emma Jean Fischer, Max Fischer, and Madeleine Marie Fischer (approved on 27 

December 2002). 
2
 The CRT notes that, on the February 2001 published list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of 

Eminent Persons (“ICEP”) to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution (the “ICEP List”), Emma 

Fischer, Max Fischer and Madeleine Fischer are each indicated as having an account.  Upon careful review, the CRT 

has concluded that the Bank’s records evidence the existence of two accounts, jointly held by the Account Owners. 
3
 The CRT notes that on the ICEP List, the name Max Fischer appears twice.  Upon careful review, the CRT has 

determined that the second Max Fischer is not the same person addressed in the current decision and, consequently, 

the Claimant did not identify this other account owner as his relative. 
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that his father married his mother, Marie Fischer, née Bloch, in 1918, and the couple had one 

child, Claude (the Claimant), who was born on 8 April 1919 in Paris.  The Claimant stated 

further that his parents divorced, and his father married his first stepmother, Madeleine Marie 

Fischer, née Coquelle, in 1926.   

  

The Claimant indicated that his father, who was Jewish, lived from 1926 to 1940 at La Croix-

Bosset in Le Mesnil-le-Roi, France, and worked for a publishing company.  According to the 

Claimant, his father published books criticizing Hitler and was forced to quit his job after the 

Nazi occupation of France, and his father, together with his wife, Madeleine Marie Fischer, fled 

to Brazil in January 1941.  The Claimant also indicated that his grandfather, Jacques Fischer, 

died in the 1920s and explained that his grandmother, Emma Fischer, who was Jewish, fled to 

the French Free Zone after the Nazi occupation of France and died there of natural causes in 

approximately 1944. 

 

The Claimant indicated that his father and stepmother lived in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil until 1947, 

when they returned to France, and that his stepmother, Madeleine Marie Fischer, died childless 

in 1947.  The Claimant further indicated that his father then married Nelly Renée Fischer, née 

Caron, in 1950.  According to the Claimant, his father died on 11 December 1957 in Paris, and 

Nelly Fischer died in 1989 in Paris.  The Claimant stated that he is the only surviving heir of 

Max Fischer. 

 

In support of his claim, the Claimant submitted copies of documents, including: (1) his father’s 

birth and death certificates, indicating that Maxime Fischer was the son of Jacques Fischer and 

Emma (Edmée) Rodrigues; (2) the marriage certificate of Maxime Fischer and Madeleine Marie 

Coquelle; (3) the death certificates of Madeleine Coquelle and Nelly Renée Caron, indicating 

that they had each been married to Maxime (Max) Fischer; (4) his father’s handwritten will, 

dated 20 August 1952, and indicating that Max Fischer bequeathed his entire estate to his wife, 

Nelly Renée Caron, and containing his signature sample; and (5) a notarized document 

confirming his father’s death, indicating that Maxime (Max) Fischer, previously married to 

Marie Bloch, and the widower of Madeleine Marie Coquelle, left his entire estate to his wife, 

Nelly Caron, and indicating that he had a son, Claude Fischer. 

 

The Claimant indicated that he was born on 8 April 1919 in Paris. 

 

 

Information Available in the Bank’s Records 

 

The Bank’s records consist of a customer card, a print out from the Bank’s database, and an 

internal list of dormant accounts.  According to these records, the Account Owners were Mme. 

(Mrs.) Vve. (widow) Emma Jeanne Fischer, née Rodrigues, Mr. Max Fischer and his wife, Mme. 

Madeleine Marie Fischer, née Coquelle.  The Bank’s records indicate that Account Owner Max 

Fischer lived in Le Mesnil-le-Roi, France.  These records indicate that the Account Owners held 

a custody account and a demand deposit, numbered 20790, which were opened on 8 September 

1937. According to these records, the Account Owners instructed the Bank to hold all 

correspondence.  The Bank’s records contain a signature sample for Account Owner Max 

Fischer. 
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According to the Bank’s records, the custody account was closed on 12 December 1939.  The 

Bank’s records indicate that the custody account held securities worth 64,000.00 Swiss Francs 

(“SF”) as of an unknown date.  The amount in the custody account at the time of its closure is 

unknown.  These records further indicate that on 31 December 1940, the demand deposit account 

was transferred to a collective account for dormant accounts.  These records indicate that as of 

the date of transfer, the account had a balance of SF 109.90.  As noted above, this demand 

deposit account was awarded in the December 2002 Award.  

 

 

The CRT’s Analysis 

 

Identification of the Account Owners 

 

The Claimant has plausibly identified the Account Owners.  The names of the Claimant’s 

relatives’ as well as the Claimant’s father and stepmother’s city of residence match the published 

names of the Account Owners and the published city of residence of Account Owner Max 

Fischer and Account Owner Madeleine Fischer.  The Claimant stated that Emma Fischer’s 

husband, Jacques Fischer, died in the 1920s, and that Max Fischer and Madeleine Marie Fischer 

were married, which matches unpublished information about the Account Owners contained in 

the Bank’s records.  Finally, the Claimant submitted a sample of his father’s signature, which 

matches the signature sample of Account Owner Max Fischer contained in the Bank’s records. 

 

Furthermore, the CRT notes that the Account Owners were published separately on the February 

2001 list of accounts determined by ICEP to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi 

Persecution (the “ICEP List”) and the Claimant has identified the connection between them.   

 

In support of his claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including his father’s birth and death 

certificates, the marriage certificate of Maxime Fischer and Madeleine Marie Coquelle, the death 

certificate of Madeleine Coquelle, his father’s handwritten will, and a notarized document 

confirming his father’s death, providing independent verification that the persons who are 

claimed to be the Account Owners had the same names recorded in the Bank’s records as the 

names of the Account Owners. 

 

The CRT notes that the other claims to this account were disconfirmed because that claimant 

provided a different country of residence than the country of residence of the Account Owners.   

 

Status of the Account Owners as Victims of Nazi Persecution  

 

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owners were Victims of Nazi 

Persecution.  The Claimant stated that Account Owner Emma Fischer was Jewish and that she 

fled Nazi-occupied France for the Free French Zone to escape Nazi persecution.  The Claimant 

also stated that Account Owner Max Fischer was Jewish, and that he was forced to flee with his 

wife, Account Owner Madeleine Fischer, from France to Brazil to escape Nazi persecution.  
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The Claimant’s Relationship to the Account Owners 

 

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that he is related to the Account Owners by submitting 

information and documents, demonstrating that Account Owner Emma Fischer was the 

Claimant’s grandmother, Account Owner Max Fischer was the Claimant’s father, and Account 

Owner Madeleine Fischer was the Claimant’s first stepmother.  These documents include his 

father’s birth and death certificates, indicating that Maxime Fischer was the son of Emma 

(Edmée) Rodrigues, and a notarized document confirming his father’s death, indicating that 

Maxime (Max) Fischer was the widower of Madeleine Marie Coquelle, and that he had a son, 

Claude Fischer, which indicates that Account Owner Emma Fischer was the Claimant’s 

grandmother, Account Owner Max Fischer was the Claimant’s father, and Account Owner 

Madeleine Fischer was the Claimant’s first stepmother.  There is no information to indicate that 

the Account Owners have other surviving heirs. 

 

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds 

 

As noted above, the demand deposit account was awarded in the December 2002 Award.   

 

With regard to the custody account held by the Account Owners, the Bank’s records indicate that 

the account was closed on 12 December 1939.  The CRT notes that the Account Owners were 

French and resided in France as of the date of closure, which occurred before the Nazi invasion 

of France in May 1940, and therefore concludes that the Account Owners received the proceeds 

of the claimed account.  

 

Right of Appeal 

 

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimant may appeal this Denial to the Court through the 

Special Masters within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.  

Appeals should be delivered to the following address:  Office of Special Master Michael 

Bradfield, 51 Louisiana Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 USA. 

 

The Claimant should send appeals in writing to the above address and should include all reasons 

for the appeal.  Appeals submitted without either a plausible suggestion of error or relevant new 

evidence may be summarily denied.   

 

 

Scope of the Denial 

 

The Claimant should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 

further research on his claim to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 

which he might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 

records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945). 
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Certification of the Denial 

 

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters. 

 

 

Claims Resolution Tribunal 

9 November 2006 

 


