
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED] 
represented by Jeffrey Kaufman and Stephen Harnik1  

in re Account of Egon Friedländer  

Claim Number: 401510/SK    

This Certified Denial is based upon the claim of [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], (the 
Claimant ) to the published account of Egon Friedländer (the Account Owner ) at the Zurich 

branch of the [REDACTED] (the Bank ).   

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.     

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted a Claim Form identifying the Account Owner as her late husband, Egon 
John Ferell, formerly Egon Hans Friedländer, who was born on 9 March 1897 in Vienna, 
Austria, and was married to the Claimant on 25 November 1934 in Vienna.  According to the 
information provided by the Claimant, she and her husband lived at Beckmanngasse 16 in 
Vienna until 1938 and then emigrated to the United States.  In an email to the CRT on 17 August 
2006, the Claimant s representative specified that Egon Ferell left Vienna on 17 September 
1938, went to Switzerland and Germany, and finally arrived in New York on 1 December 1938.  
The Claimant further indicated that she and Egon Ferell moved from New York to California, 
where he died on 7 August 1969.    

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including copies of: (1) her own 
marriage certificate, indicating that Egon Hans Friedländer, who was born on 9 March 1897 in 
Vienna, married [REDACTED] on 25 November 1934 in Vienna; (2) a notice by the Superior 
Court of the State of California, dated 19 August 1940, indicating that Egon Hans Friedlander 
and [REDACTED] had applied to the Superior Court of the State of California to have their 
names changed to Egon John Ferell and [REDACTED], respectively; (3) her husband's death 
certificate, indicating that Egon John Ferell was married to [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], 

                                                

 

1 The CRT notes that the Claimant signed a power of attorney form appointing Jeffrey Kaufman to represent her, 
and a second power of attorney form appointing Stephen Harnik as the legal representative of Jeffrey Kaufman.  The 
CRT concludes that the Claimant intended for both Jeffrey Kaufman and Stephen Harnik to represent her. 
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at the time of his death on 7 August 1969; and (4) documents obtained from the Austrian State 
Archive (Archive of the Republic, Finance), which are more fully described below.  The 
Claimant indicated that she was born on 15 March 1908 in Vienna.   

Information Available in the Bank's Records  

The Bank s records provided by the auditors who carried out the investigation of this bank to 
identify accounts of Victims of Nazi Persecution pursuant to instructions of the Independent 
Committee of Eminent Persons ( ICEP or the ICEP Investigation ) consist of registries of 
opened and closed numbered accounts.  According to these records, the Account Owner was 
Egon Friedländer.  The Bank's records indicate that the Account Owner held a numbered 
account, the type of which is not indicated, with a designation 60066.  This account was opened 
on 22 September 1938, at which time the Account Owner used an address in Zurich, 
Switzerland.  The Bank's records further indicate that account 60066 was closed and its balance 
transferred to account 66466 on 29 September 1938, as of which date the Account Owner used 
an address in Paris, France.  

Pursuant to Article 6 of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the 
Rules ), the CRT requested the voluntary assistance of the Bank to obtain additional 

information about this account ( Voluntary Assistance ).  The Bank provided the CRT with 
additional registries of opened and closed numbered accounts.  These records indicate that the 
Account Owner opened account 66466 on 22 September 1938 and closed it in person at the Bank 
( per Kassa ) on 4 November 1938.  The Bank's records indicate that, with regard to account 
66466, the Account Owner used an address in Zurich.  The amount in account 66466 on the date 
of its closure is unknown.  

The Bank later provided the CRT with additional documents.  These documents include a safe 
deposit box registry card.  This record indicates that the Account Owner also held a safe deposit 
box, numbered 921, which was opened on 19 January 1934 and closed on 20 September 1938, at 
which time the Account Owner signed for the authorization of the closure of the safe.  
Additionally, this record indicates that on 22 September 1938 the Account Owner confirmed the 
receipt of 50.00 Swiss Francs ( SF ) he had paid as a key deposit.  This record further indicates 
that the Account Owner requested that his correspondence be sent to the American Express 
Company on rue Scribe in Paris.  The value of the contents of the safe deposit box is not known.     

Information Available from the Austrian State Archive  

By decree on 26 April 1938, the Nazi Regime required all Jews who resided within the Reich, 
and/or who were nationals of the Reich, including Austria, and who held assets above a specified 
level to register all their assets as of 27 April 1938 (the 1938 Census ).  In the records of the 
Austrian State Archive (Archive of the Republic, Finance), there are documents concerning the 
assets of Egon Friedländer, numbered 14596.  
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According to these records, Egon Friedländer was born on 9 March 1897 in Vienna, and resided 
at Beckmanngasse 16 in Vienna.  The records indicate that he was married to [REDACTED], 
née [REDACTED], and that he was a partner in a cinema business.  The records further indicate 
that Egon Friedländer owned a twenty-five percent share of the Schlosskino Dr. Stark & Co.,

 
located at Schönbrunner Schlossstrasse 2 in Vienna, and that as of 27 April 1938, his share was 
worth 40,000.00 Reichsmark ( RM ).  The records further contain a letter by Rechtsanwalt 
(attorney) Dr. Bruno Erhartt to the Office in the Ministry for Economics and Labor charged with 
registering and administering Jewish-owned property (Vermögensverkehrsstelle), indicating that 
Egon Friedländer sold his shares to Franz Alfred Vogel for RM 24,500.00 in an aryanization 
proceeding before he emigrated to New York in September 1938.  According to this letter, the 
purchase amount was fixed and approved by the Vermögensverkehrsstelle.  These records further 
indicate that the Geheime Staatspolizei (Gestapo) issued a seizure order 
(Beschlagnahmeverfügung) concerning all assets belonging to Egon Friedländer and his wife 
[REDACTED], née [REDACTED], on 5 April 1941.  These records make no mention of assets 
held in a Swiss bank account.   

The CRT s Analysis  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The Claimant s late husband s name matches the published name of the Account Owner.   

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including her marriage certificate, a 
change of name notice, and her husband's death certificate, providing independent verification 
that the person who is claimed to be the Account Owner had the same name, city, and country of 
residence contained in the Bank's records as the name of the Account Owner.  Furthermore, the 
CRT notes that the information provided by the Claimant matches information contained in Egon 
Friedländer's 1938 Census declaration, and that the signature contained in the 1938 Census 
declaration matches the signature of the Account Owner contained in the Bank's records.    

The CRT notes that the Claimant s husband s street address was Beckmanngasse 16 in Vienna, 
whereas the Bank s records indicate that the Account Owner s used addresses in Paris and 
Zurich.  The CRT further notes that the Bank's records indicate that the Account Owner 
originally resided in Vienna, that the address he used in Paris was not a residential address, and 
that the notation in the Bank's records that the Account Owner resided in Paris may have been 
due to the fact that he used a Parisian mailing address.  The CRT concludes that this discrepancy 
does not adversely affect the Claimant s identification of the Account Owner.    

The CRT notes that the other claim to this account was disconfirmed because that claimant 
provided a different surname than the surname of the Account Owner.  Taking all of these 
factors into account, the CRT concludes that the Claimant has plausibly identified the Account 
Owner. 
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Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  
The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owner was Jewish, and that he resided in 
Nazi-controlled Austria until 17 September 1938.  The Claimant also submitted the Account 
Owner s 1938 Census declaration, which indicates that the Account Owner resided in Vienna, 
Austria, after the Anschluss.  The CRT also notes that these 1938 Census records indicate that the 
Account Owner s company was aryanized and that all his assets were seized by the Gestapo on 5 
April 1941.  

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owner

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that she is related to the Account Owner by submitting 
specific information and documents, demonstrating that the Account Owner was the Claimant's 
late husband.  These documents include copies of: (1) her own marriage certificate, indicating 
that Egon Hans Friedländer was married to [REDACTED]; (2) a notice by the Superior Court of 
the State of California, indicating that Egon Hans Friedländer and [REDACTED] had applied to 
have their names changed to Egon John Ferell and [REDACTED], respectively; and (3) her 
husband's death certificate, indicating that Egon John Ferell was married to [REDACTED], née 
[REDACTED].  The CRT notes that Egon Friedländer's 1938 Census declaration indicates that 
he was married to [REDACTED], née [REDACTED].  There is no information to indicate that 
the Account Owner has other surviving heirs.  

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The Bank s records indicate that account 60066 was closed on 29 September 1938 and 
transferred to account 66466, which was closed in person at the Bank on 4 November 1938.  
With respect to safe deposit box 921, the Bank's records indicate that the account was closed on 
20 September 1938 with the signature of the Account Owner.  The CRT therefore concludes that 
the Account Owner closed these accounts and received the proceeds himself.    

Right of Appeal

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimant may appeal this Denial to the Court through the 
Special Masters within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.  
Appeals should be delivered to the following address:  Office of Special Master Michael 
Bradfield, 51 Louisiana Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 USA.  

The Claimant should send appeals in writing to the above address and should include all reasons 
for the appeal.  Appeals submitted without either a plausible suggestion of error or relevant new 
evidence may be summarily denied.     
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Scope of the Denial  

The Claimant should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 
further research on her claim to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 
which she might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 
records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945).   

Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court and by the Special Masters.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
20 October 2006  


