
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No.  CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED]  

in re Account of Hugo Grünfeld  

Claim Numbers: 771397/MBC; 771398/MBC1   

This Certified Denial is based upon the claims of [REDACTED], née [REDACTED], ( the 
Claimant ) to the accounts of Ladislaus Gruenfeld and Rene Gruenfeld.2  This Denial is to the 
published account of Hugo Grünfeld (the Account Owner ) at the Zurich branch of the 
[REDACTED] (the Bank ).   

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant submitted two Initial Questionnaires ( IQs ) identifying the Account Owner as her 
paternal uncle, Hugo Grünfeld, who was born on 16 August 1891 in Vienna, Austria, and was 
married to [REDACTED], née [REDACTED].  In a telephone conversation with the CRT, the 
Claimant stated that her uncle was a lawyer, that he resided in Budapest, and that he co-owned a 
wholesale and retail liquor business.  The Claimant also stated that her uncle had two children, 
[REDACTED] (now [REDACTED]) and [REDACTED] (now [REDACTED]) [REDACTED] 
(now [REDACTED]).  According to the Claimant, her uncle, who was Jewish, was deported in 
1944 together with her parents to Bergen-Belsen, where they remained until being transported to 
a refugee camp in Switzerland in December 1944 or January 1945.3  The Claimant explained that 

                                                

 

1 [REDACTED] ( the Claimant ) did not submit a Claim Form to the CRT.  However, in 1999 she submitted two 
Initial Questionnaires ( IQ ), numbered ENG-0053-165 and ENG-0053-166, to the Court in the United States.  
Although this IQ was not a Claim Form, the Court, in an Order signed on 30 July 2001, ordered that those Initial 
Questionnaires which can be processed as claim forms be treated as timely claims.  Order Concerning Use of Initial 
Questionnaire Responses as Claim Forms in the Claims Resolution Process for Deposited Assets (July 30, 2001).  
The IQs were forwarded to the CRT and has been assigned claim number 771397 and 771398, respectively. 
2 The CRT did not locate an account belonging to Ladislaus or Rene Gruenfeld in the Account History Database 
prepared pursuant to the investigation of the Independent Committee of Eminent Persons ( ICEP or ICEP 
Investigation ), which identified accounts probably or possibly belonging to Victims of Nazi Persecution, as defined 
in the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the Rules ). 
3 The CRT notes that the Claimant did not state that her relatives arrived in Switzerland on the Kastner Train, but, 
based upon her description of the events, it is likely that they did.  The Kastner Train (or the Kastner Transport ) 
refers to a trainload of approximatly 1,684 Jews who fled, in 1944, from Nazi-allied Hungary. The train was named 
after Rudolf Kastner, a Hungarian Jewish leader who was a principal player in the negotiations that led to the rescue 
of these Jews for a ransom of cash, jewels, gold, and shares of stock.  Despite the agreement that the train would go 
directly to a neutral country, it went to Bergen-Belsen.  Several hundred of the Jews in that train were sent later to 
Switzerland.  See http://www.scrapbookpages.com/BergenBelsen/BergenBelsen06.html. 

http://www.scrapbookpages.com/BergenBelsen/BergenBelsen06.html
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her family members were briefly stopped at St. Gallen, Switzerland, for processing, and then sent 
on to Caux sur Montreux, where an immigrant center had been established by Swiss authorities.  
The Claimant stated that this group of Hungarian Jews that had arrived in Switzerland was 
lodged in a vacant hotel without furniture (not even beds), heating, or other amenities.  There 
was no permission to leave the area of confinement without proof of adequate Swiss funds to 
maintain themselves outside the designated areas.  The Claimant explained that her mother had 
made a deposit at the Geneva branch of the Bank in 1939, after it had become apparent that 
European Jews would be increasingly persecuted by the Nazis, and so it became possible for her 
mother and some members of her family, including the Claimant s father and his brother, Hugo 
Grünfeld, to leave Caux for Geneva.  The Claimant stated that in the summer of 1945, her family 
members, including her uncle Hugo, were repatriated to Hungary, and that her uncle died on 18 
June 1951.     

In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including a copy of her uncle s birth 
certificate, indicating that Hugo Grünfeld was born on 16 August 1891 in Vienna, and a copy of 
her uncle s marriage certificate, indicating that Dr. Hugo Grünfeld was married in Budapest in 
1926.  The Claimant indicated that she was born on 28 April 1937.    

Information Available in the Bank s Record  

The Bank s record consists of a customer card.  According to this record, the Account Owner 
was Dr. Hugo Grünfeld, who resided in Budapest, Hungary.  The Bank s record indicates that 
the Account Owner held a safe deposit box numbered 1154.  The safe deposit box was opened on 
20 August 1938 and closed on 12 May 1945.  The value of the safe deposit box on the date of its 
closure is unknown.  There is no evidence in the Bank s record that the Account Owner or his 
heirs closed the account and received the proceeds themselves.    

The CRT s Analysis  

Joinder of Claims

  

According to Article 37(1) of the Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended 
(the Rules ), claims to the same or related accounts may be joined in one proceeding at the 
CRT s discretion.  In this case, the CRT determines it appropriate to join the Claimant s claims 
in one proceeding.  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The Claimant s uncle s name, city and country of residence match the published name, city and 
country of residence of the Account Owner.  The Claimant also identified the Account Owner s 
professional title and the name of the bank in which the account was held, which matches 
unpublished information contained in the Bank s record.   
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In support of her claim, the Claimant submitted documents, including her uncle s birth 
certificate, indicating that Hugo Grünfeld was born on 16 August 1891 in Vienna, and her 
uncle s marriage certificate, indicating that Dr. Hugo Grünfeld was married in Budapest in 1926, 
providing independent verification that the person who is claimed to be the Account Owner had 
the same name, professional title, and that he resided in the same city recorded in the Bank s 
record as the name, title, and city of residence of the Account Owner.   

The CRT notes that the Claimant filed two Initial Questionnaires with the Court in 1999, 
asserting her entitlement to a Swiss bank account owned by Hugo Grünfeld, prior to the 
publication in February 2001 of the list of accounts determined by the Independent Committee of 
Eminent Persons to be probably or possibly those of Victims of Nazi Persecution ( ICEP or the 
ICEP List ).  This indicates that the Claimant has based her present claim not simply on the fact 

that an individual identified on the ICEP List as owning a Swiss bank account bears the same 
name as her relative, but rather on a direct family relationship that was known to her before the 
publication of the ICEP List.  It also indicates that the Claimant had reason to believe that her 
relative owned a Swiss bank account prior to the publication of the ICEP List.  This supports the 
credibility of the information provided by the Claimant.  

The CRT notes that the name Hugo Grünfeld appears only once on the ICEP list.  The CRT 
notes that the other claim to this account was disconfirmed because that claimant was not able to 
identify the Account Owner s unpublished title.  

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution 

  

The Claimant has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a Victim of Nazi 
Persecution.  The Claimant stated that the Account Owner was Jewish, that he was deported to 
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1944, and that he was one of a group of refugees to 
enter Switzerland in December 1944 or January 1945.    

The Claimant s Relationships to the Account Owner

  

The Claimant has plausibly demonstrated that she is related to the Account Owner by submitting 
specific information and documents, demonstrating that the Account Owner was the Claimant s 
uncle.    

The CRT notes that the Claimant identified unpublished information about the Account Owner 
as contained in the Bank s record; that the Claimant filed an Initial Questionnaire with the Court 
in 1999, identifying the relationship between the Account Owner and the Claimant, prior to the 
publication in February 2001 of the ICEP List.  The CRT further notes that the Claimant 
submitted her uncle s birth and marriage certificates.  The CRT notes that it is plausible that 
these documents are documents which most likely only a family member would possess.    

Finally, the CRT notes that the foregoing information is of the type that family members would 
possess and indicates that the Account Owner was well known to the Claimant as a family 
member, and all of this information supports the plausibility that the Claimant is related to the 
Account Owner, as she has asserted in her claims.   
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The CRT also notes that the Claimant indicated that Hugo Grünfeld had other surviving heirs 
who did not submit claims and whom she is not representing.  Therefore, the CRT will not treat 
their entitlement in this decision.   

The Issue of Who Received the Proceeds

  

The Bank s record indicates that the safe deposit box was closed on 12 May 1945, which, the 
CRT notes, is just a few days after the cessation of hostilities in Europe.  The CRT also notes 
that the Claimant stated that her mother had made a deposit at the Geneva branch of the Bank in 
1939, and so it became possible for her mother and some members of her family, including the 
Claimant s father and his brother, Hugo Grünfeld, to leave the immigrant internment camp in 
Caux for Geneva, and that in the summer of 1945 her family members, including her uncle 
Hugo, were repatriated to Hungary.  Based upon this information, and given the fact that the 
account was closed after the cessation of hostilities and while the Account Owner was still in 
Switzerland, and given the fact that the Account Owner s family member accessed her account 
to gain her family s release from the immigrant internment camp in Caux, the CRT concludes 
that the Account Owner accessed the account and received the proceeds himself.    

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimants may appeal this decision or submit a request 
for reconsideration within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  Claimants should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimants should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the 
following address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     

Scope of the Denial  

The Claimants should be aware that, pursuant to Article 20 of the Rules, the CRT will carry out 
further research on their claims to determine whether there are additional Swiss bank accounts to 
which they might be entitled, including research of the Total Accounts Database (consisting of 
records of 4.1 million Swiss bank accounts which existed between 1933 and 1945).  
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Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
20 December 2007 


