
CLAIMS RESOLUTION TRIBUNAL     

In re Holocaust Victim Assets Litigation 
Case No. CV96-4849  

Certified Denial  

to Claimant [REDACTED] 
represented by Erez Bernstein  

in re Account of Adolf Gumprich

  

Claim Number: 501874/WT   

This Certified Denial is based on the claim of [REDACTED] (the Claimant ) to the published 
account of Adolf Gumprich (the Account Owner ), over which Ella Gumprich held power of 
attorney (the Power of Attorney Holder ) at the Zurich branch of the [REDACTED] ( the 
Bank ).    

All denials are published, but where a claimant has requested confidentiality, as in this case, the 
names of the claimant, any relatives of the claimant other than the account owner, and the bank 
have been redacted.   

Information Provided by the Claimant  

The Claimant s representative submitted a Claim Form in which he provided only publicly 
available information.  In the claim form, the Claimant s representative identified the Account 
Owner as the Claimant s father s cousin, Abraham (Adolf) Gumprich (Hortner), who was born 
on 2 December 1882 in Podgorze, Poland, to [REDACTED] and [REDACTED].  The 
Claimant s representative further identified the Power of Attorney Holder as Ella Gumprich, née 
Gottlieb, who was the second wife of Abraham Gumprich (Hortner), whom he married in 1913 
in Krakow, Poland, and with whom he had a daughter, [REDACTED].    

The Claimant s representative stated that the Claimant s father, [REDACTED], was born on 4 
November 1883 in Krakow to [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], and that [REDACTED] was 
also known as [REDACTED].  Neither the Claimant nor his representative provided any 
documentation showing that the Claimant s father ever held or used the name [REDACTED].  
The Claimant s representative asserted that the Claimant s paternal grandfather, [REDACTED], 
and Abraham Gumprich s father, [REDACTED], were siblings and were the children of 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED].    

Based upon publicly available sources, the Claimant s representative stated that the Claimant s 
father s cousin, who was Jewish, was a lawyer who held the title of doctor of law, that his office 
was located at Grodzka 13 in Krakow, that he may have resided at Straszewkiego 6 in Krakow 
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during the Second World War, and that he perished in Buchara, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics (today Uzbekistan) in 1944.  

In support of his claim, the Claimant s representative submitted copies of:   

1) the Claimant s own birth certificate, which indicates that [REDACTED] was born on 27 
June 1930 in Vienna, Austria, to [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]; 

2) the Claimant s change of name certificate, which indicates that in 1956 [REDACTED] 
changed his name to [REDACTED];  

3) a Page of Testimony submitted by the Claimant to Yad Vashem, which indicates that the 
Claimant s father, [REDACTED] was born on 4 November 1883 in Krakow to 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED], that he was married to [REDACTED], and that he 
resided in Vienna, before being deported to Riga, Latvia, where he perished in 1942;  

4) a publicly available family tree, which indicates that [REDACTED], who was born on 4 
November 1883 to [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], was the cousin of Abraham 
Gumprich-Hortner, and that Abraham Gumprich-Hortner was born on 2 December 1882 
in Podgorze to [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], and that he was married to 
[REDACTED];1 and 

5) excerpts from a genealogy website regarding the Jewish communities of Krakow, which 
indicate that Adolf (Abraham) Gumprich and [REDACTED] had a daughter named 
[REDACTED], that Adolf Gumprich held the title of doctor of law, that he worked at 
Grodzka 13 in Krakow, and that Dr. Adolf and Ella Gumprich resided at Straszewkiego 6 
in Krakow.2  The CRT notes that the website contains a notice stating that data for family 
trees were submitted by several individuals, and that the website does not check, 
corroborate, or correct any errors that may exist.   

The Claimant indicated that he was born on 27 June 1930 in Vienna.    

Independent Research Conducted by the CRT  

The CRT conducted additional research and located additional information regarding the 
Hortner-Gumprich family from Krakow, including a different family tree referenced on one of 
the websites cited by the Claimant s representative.3  The family tree located by the CRT 
indicates that [REDACTED] was the son of [REDACTED] and [REDACTED].  The CRT notes 
that this family tree does not establish a relationship between a person named Abraham 
Gumprich who was born in 1882 and who was married to [REDACTED], and the rest of the 
Hortner-Gumprich family.4   

                                                

 

1 http://www.ics.uci.edu/~dan/genealogy/Krakow/Families/Hortner.html (last viewed on 20 September 2010, at 
which time the information on the site indicated that the site was last modified 6 June 2010).  The information on 
this website indicates that it was created by Dan S. Hirschberg, Professor of Computer Sciences and EECS at the 
University of California, Irvine.   
2  http://www.shoreshim.org/en/default.asp.  The Claimant s representative provided a printout that he stated 
originated from this website.  The information available in the printout is available to members only.   
3 http://www.shoreshim.org/en/trees/treesDisplay.asp?ID=I06980.  
4 http://www.shoreshim.org/en/trees/treesDisplay.asp?ID=I14517.  

http://www.ics.uci.edu/~dan/genealogy/Krakow/Families/Hortner.html
http://www.shoreshim.org/en/default.asp
http://www.shoreshim.org/en/trees/treesDisplay.asp?ID=I06980
http://www.shoreshim.org/en/trees/treesDisplay.asp?ID=I14517
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The CRT further notes that a database containing the names of victims of Nazi persecution 
includes two pages of testimony submitted by the Claimant in 1955 and 1999, respectively, for 
his father, [REDACTED], who was born in 1885 in Krakow; and his mother, [REDACTED], née 
[REDACTED], who was born in 1901 and who was married to [REDACTED].  This database 
also contains an entry from the Documentation Center for Austrian Resistance which includes a 
person named [REDACTED], who was born on 4 November 1883.  The CRT notes that none of 
these database entries or pages of testimony refers to [REDACTED] as [REDACTED].  The 
database is a compilation of names from various sources, including the Yad Vashem Memorial 
of Israel.   

Information Available in the Bank s Record  

The Bank s record consists of a Power of Attorney form.  According to this form, the Account 
Owner was Adolf Gumprich who resided in Krakow, Poland, and the Power of Attorney Holder 
was Ella Gumprich.      

The CRT s Analysis  

Admissibility of the Claim

  

The CRT has determined that the Claimant s claim is admissible according to Article 18 of the 
Rules Governing the Claims Resolution Process, as amended (the Rules ).  

Identification of the Account Owner

  

The CRT notes that even though the Claimant s representative has provided publicly available 
information about a person name Adolf Gumprich, the Claimant has not plausibly identified the 
Account Owner as his relative.  Adolf Gumprich s name, city and country of residence match the 
published name, city and country of residence of the Account Owner.  The Claimant s 
representative provided publicly available information showing that a person named Ella 
Gumprich was married to Adolf Gumprich, and her name matches the published name of the 
Power of Attorney Holder.  In support of his claim, the Claimant s representative submitted 
publicly available extracts from a genealogy website regarding the Jewish communities of 
Krakow.   

The CRT notes that the other claim to this account was disconfirmed because that claimant could 
not provide any details about the Account Owner and did not identify the Power of Attorney 
Holder.  

Status of the Account Owner as a Victim of Nazi Persecution

  

The Claimant s representative has made a plausible showing that the Account Owner was a 
Victim of Nazi Persecution.  The Claimant s representative submitted publicly available 
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information, which shows that the Account Owner was Jewish, that he resided in Nazi-occupied 
Poland, and that he perished in Buchara in 1944.   

The Claimant s Relationship to the Account Owner and Entitlement to the Account

  
The Claimant s representative asserted that the Claimant s father, [REDACTED], was also 
known as [REDACTED].  As noted above, however, neither the Claimant nor the Claimant s 
representative submitted any documentation showing that the Claimant s father ever used this 
name.  The CRT notes that in three Yad Vashem Pages of Testimony submitted by the Claimant 
in 1955 and 1999, the Claimant identified his father only as [REDACTED], and did not refer to 
him as [REDACTED] or by any other name.    

The CRT notes that, in the Pages of Testimony that the Claimant submitted to Yad Vashem, the 
Claimant indicated that his father was the son of [REDACTED] and [REDACTED].  In contrast, 
a family tree identified by the CRT and available on one of the same genealogical websites cited 
by the Claimant s representative shows that the individual identified by the Claimant s 
representative as the Claimant s father was the son of [REDACTED] and [REDACTED].  The 
CRT notes that neither the Claimant nor his representative has explained the contradictions in the 
genealogical records or the lack of documents showing that the Claimant s father s family name 
was Gumprich.  The CRT further notes that the relationship between the Claimant s father and 
Abraham Gumprich has not been established other than by the Claimant s representative s 
interpretation of family trees obtained from genealogy websites publicly available on the 
internet.  Given these considerations, the CRT concludes that the Claimant has not demonstrated 
that his father was related to the Account Owner.  Accordingly, no award is appropriate.  

Right of Appeal and Request for Reconsideration

  

Pursuant to Article 30 of the Rules, the Claimant may appeal this decision or submit a request for 
reconsideration within ninety (90) days of the date of the letter accompanying this decision.    

An appeal must be based upon a plausible suggestion of error regarding the CRT s conclusions 
set out in this decision.  Any appeals which are submitted without a plausible suggestion of error 
shall be summarily denied.  A request for reconsideration must be based on new documentary 
evidence not previously presented to the CRT that, if considered, would have led to a different 
outcome of the claim.  The Claimant should briefly explain the relevance of the newly submitted 
documents in view of the conclusions stated in the certified decision.    

The Claimant should send appeals and/or requests for reconsideration in writing to the following 
address: Oren Wiener, Claims Resolution Tribunal, Attention: Appeals / Request for 
Reconsideration, P.O. Box 9564, 8036 Zurich, Switzerland.  If more than one account has been 
treated in this decision, the Claimant should identify the account, including, where available, the 
Account Identification Number, that forms the basis of the appeal and/or request for 
reconsideration.     
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Certification of the Denial  

The CRT certifies this Denial for approval by the Court.   

Claims Resolution Tribunal 
17 December 2010 


